Superglue in otology.
The use of stitches and staples for the closure of surgical wounds is associated with complications for both the surgeon and the patient. Histoacryl (butyl1-2cyanoacrylate glue) is widely used for wound closure in Accident and Emergency departments, in particular for facial and scalp wounds. We have used Histoacryl for closure of various surgical incisions in a series of 50 cases and assessed the cosmetic outcome at three to four weeks. There were no wound related complications in the form of infection or dehiscence. In one case however, there was formation of synechiae in the external auditory meatus following an endaural incision. We recommend the use of Histoacryl over traditional closure using skin suture material in otological surgery. Our experience was also successful in parotid cases.